INDUSTRIAL COST ASSESSMENTS AND APPEALS

Merit Consultants International Inc. (Merit) has been involved in the
development, inter pretation, application and yearly updating of the BC
Assessment cost manuals for nearly fifteen years. Merit also assists the
BC Assessment Authority in applying, clarifying and acting as expert
witnesses during appeal processes.

Merit is now offering those services to the private sector and believe
that we will add excellent value when reviewing your improvement
valuations, and verifying your taxable amounts, by applying all of the
skillsthat we have developed through our intimate involvement with the
system.

In addition, there is real value in understanding the cost impacts
involved in undertaking the property improvements. Merit can help in
the identification of these impacts, and help in the selection of the most
cost effective alternativesto consider.

Merit specializes in Project and Construction Management for heavy
industrial projects and the resource development industry throughout
Canada, the USA and many international locations. A significant
portion of Merit’s scope on projectsisin the tendering, evaluating, and
execution of individual construction contracts, and in the cost
management of project and construction expenses. That background
provides a sound opportunity for Merit to maintain a current, practical
and ver satile ar chive of information to apply to asset valuations,

Our understanding of the method of cost assessment, application of the
Assessment Act, as well as a working knowledge of the appeal process
will provide you with an opportunity better understand your position,
rights and appeals when it comes to a valuation that forms the basis of
the tax assessment.

YA Merit——-



Overview of Merit Accomplishments in Cost Evaluatic

1. Merit developed the detailed cost manuals for the majority of the BC
Assessment Industrial Manuals and Continuous Structures;

2. Merit provides the annual updates on labour and materials for all of
the cost manuals;

3. Merit developed the Pipeline Cost Manuals for New Brunswick as
well as provides advice on application and interpretation;

4. Merit provides advice and representation for a number of BC
Assessment offices in British Columbia;

5. Merit has supported BC Assessment successfully in a number of
Appeal Board hearings;

6. Merit has sat with industry representatives to better establish cost
manuals.




